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Canada 


Canada’s immigration law covers the entry of all 
people in the country. This includes students 
enrolled in both short- and long-term courses of 
study. 

If you wish to study in Canada, there are 
several important steps you will need to take 
before leaving your country. Since these may 
take more time than you think, you should start 
planning as early as possible. 


You have to be accepted by a 
Canadian educational institution 


Secondary school standards vary from province 
to province. They are set by the provincial 
departments of education. If you plan to enroll 
at a Canadian high school, first check with the 
department of education or school board in that 
province. They can tell you if you qualify for the 
grade and courses you wish to take. If you do 
qualify, you must get a letter from the school 
board or the school itself saying it agrees to 
register you as a student. You will have to give 
this letter as proof of your acceptance before you 
can get your student authorization and come to 
Canada. 

You can get general information about 
secondary schools from the education depart- 
ment of the province where you wish to study. 
Your questions should be sent to the Department 
of Education in the provincial capital. 


Post-secondary institutions set their own require- 
ments — and they vary from school to school. 
Before you apply to a university, college or other 
post-secondary institution, you should write for 


information on the courses you want to follow. 
If you ask, the registrar of the post-secondary 
institution will also give you information on 
tuition fees, scholarships, lodging costs as well 
as an estimate of living expenses while you are 
studying in Canada. 


Once you have decided which courses you 
want to take, apply directly to the registrar 


of the institution at least six months before 
you plan to start your studies. 


If you are accepted, you will receive a 
letter of acceptance from the registrar. You will 
have to give this letter to Canadian government 
officials when you apply for your student 
authorization. 

For more information on post-secondary 
institutions and courses of study in Canada, you 
may want to contact one of the following 
organizations. 


Degree granting: 


Canadian Bureau for International Education 
141 Laurier West, Suite 809 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada K1P 5J3 


Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada 

151 Slater Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada K1P 5N1 


Technical and other non-degree courses: 


Association of Canadian Community Colleges 
110 Eglinton Avenue West 

Toronto, Ontario 

Canada M4R 2C9 


Private: 


Association of Canadian Career Colleges 
Box 340 

Brantford, Ontario 

Canada N3T 5N3 


You must get a student authorization 


After you have been accepted for a course of 
study, you should apply for a student authoriza- 
tion at the nearest Canadian government office 
in the country where you live.* An officer there 
will tell you how to apply and which of the 
following documents you will need: 


@ a visa, unless you are a citizen of a country 
wirich does not require a visitor visa to enter 
into Canada, 


m@ a letter of acceptance by a Canadian univer- 
sity, college or other institution, 


m proof of your good character and, if it 
applies, a letter from your sponsoring 
organization, 


@ a certificate of medical clearance, 


m proof of enough money to live and study in 
Canada, including return transportation, and 


™@ a valid passport. 


* If you are a citizen or resident of the United States, 
or a resident of Greenland or St. Pierre and 
Miquelon, you can apply when you arrive in 
Canada. If you do, you must meet the same 
requirements you would have to meet abroad. You 
must also have all the necessary documents before 
you can get your authorization. 


If you plan to study in the province of Québec 
you must get approval from that province in 
addition to meeting Canadian government 
requirements. Contact the Québec government 
office in your country for more information. If 
you live in a country where there is no Québec 
office you should write to: 


Ministéere des Communautés culturelles 
et de Il’ Immigration 

355, rue McGill 

Montréal, Québec 

Canada H2Y 2E8 


You must be of good character 


To qualify as a student in Canada, you must be 
of good character and have no criminal record. 
We recommend that you get a letter from a 
responsible person in your community which 
testifies to your good character and background 
before you apply for a student authorization. If 
an organization is sponsoring your education in 
Canada you should also get a letter from the 
organization to confirm that you are being 
sponsored. 


You may need a medical clearance 
and must meet health standards 


If you plan to stay in Canada for a total period 
of 90 days or less you do not need to have a 
medical examination before entering Canada. If 
you intend to stay longer than 90 days, you need 
a certificate of medical clearance only if you lived 


in a high health-risk country for more than six 
months in the last twelve months. If you are not 
sure whether you live in a high health-risk coun- 
try, check with the nearest Canadian Embassy, 
High Commission or Consulate. An official 
there will tell you how to get a medical clearance 
if you need one. 

Even though many foreign students may 
not need a medical clearance, the Canadian 
government has the right to ask for a medical 
examination of anyone before they are admit- 
ted in Canada. 


Quarantine regulations 


Canada does not require a vaccination certificate 
as a condition of entry. 


Health insurance 


Medical, hospital, and dental care in Canada 
is expensive. Remember that you will not be 
insured for medical expenses by the Canadian 
government. Ask the school you wish to attend 
for complete information on health insurance for 
foreign students. If the insurance does not meet 


your needs, we recommend that you make other 
insurance arrangements before leaving your 
home country. 


You will need a minimum 
amount of money 


Before you can get your authorization, you must 
prove to Canadian officials, that you have 
‘enough money to pay all your expenses in 
Canada. These include your tuition, living costs, 
return trip home as well as the expenses of your 
spouse and children if they are going to Canada 
with you. 

When deciding how much money you will 
need, remember that you must have warm 
clothing during the long Canadian winter. 
Winter temperatures range around — 18 degrees 
Celsius (0 degrees Fahrenheit) and are even 
colder in some areas. 

Foreign students (and their spouses) are not 
usually allowed to work in Canada unless on-the- 
job training is part of the course of study. When 
you are deciding how much money you will need 
for your stay in Canada, do not expect to get an 
authorization to work for either you or your 
spouse. 

Attending a Canadian post-secondary in- 
stitution or private secondary school is expen- 
sive. Tuition fees vary by province, institution, 
course and level of study. The best way to judge 


your costs is to ask the school to send you a 
realistic and complete estimate of annual 
expenses. 


You will probably need a passport 


Unless you are a citizen or permanent resident 
of the United States, you will need a passport 
to enter Canada. 

Make sure that your passport is valid for 
the period of time you want to stay in Canada, 
for return to your own country or for entry to 
another country. 


Have your papers ready when 
you arrive in Canada 


When you arrive in Canada, immigration 
officers at the port of entry will ask to see the 
student authorization and visa (if applicable) 
you received at the Canadian Embassy, High 
Commission or Consulate. They will also ask for 
the documents you needed to get them. If you 
do not have these papers you could be refused 
entry to Canada. 

Your authorization will allow you to attend 
only one institution and only for a specific period 
of time. You may have to get a new authoriza- 
tion if there are any changes to the conditions 
of your authorization. For example, you should 
contact the nearest Canada Immigration Centre 
without delay, if: 


@ your course of study is longer than expected, 


™ you plan to change schools, 


@ you want to accept work of any kind, 


@ you will finish your studies before the course 
is ended and, you don’t plan to leave 
immediately after, or 


™ anything concerning your stay in Canada is 
not entirely clear. 


If you do not report expected changes you could 
be breaking immigration laws and could be 
‘removed from Canada. 

If you need an extension or a new 
authorization, you can apply from within 
Canada, but it must done before your present 
authorization expires. You will need proof of 
medical clearance if: 


@ the total time you are staying in Canada, 
starting the day you entered, will be longer 
than 90 days, 


@ you lived in a high health-risk country for 
more than six months during the twelve 
months before you entered Canada, and 


@ you have not previously received a medical 
clearance. 


If your passport needs to be renewed during your 
stay in Canada, you should contact your home 
country’s consulate or embassy in Canada at 
least two months before the passport expires. 

While studying in Canada, you do not need 
permission from immigration officers to travel 
anywhere in the country. Your student 
authorization is proof of your legal status in 
Canada. 

If you wish to visit other countries while 
you are in Canada, you can get information on 
their entry requirements at the nearest embassy 
or consulate of the countries you want to visit. 


Remember... 


To study in Canada you must have a student 
authorization and a visa (if applicable). If you 
are a resident’ of the United States, Greenland 
or St. Pierre and Miquelon and have all the 
necessary documents, you can apply for your 
authorization at the port of entry when you 
arrive in Canada. Otherwise, you must get the 
authorization before leaving your home country. 


The entry of foreign students into Canada 
is regulated by the federal government, but 
your admission may be affected by educa- 
tion or other policies in the province where 
you want to study. Ask the immigration 
officer for more details. 


This is not a legal document. For precise, 
legal information, please consult the 1976 
Immigration Act and Regulations. 
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